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LMSCA 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET No. 8 

 

Luggage Rack String Removal / Replacement 

 
Note that although the cast aluminium brackets look sturdy enough, please take care when removing 

them from the coach as they are prone to breaking when dropped on the bolt hole end, and may 

even break there when uneven/excess pressure is applied on the bolts when re-fitting. When 

removing from the coach, mark up which compartment and which side the rack has come from. The 

centre struts are not equidistant from the end ones, the slightly longer gap being on the corridor 

side. Also be aware there are two lengths of threaded bolt, the shorter ones fit into end bulkhead 

walls whilst the longer ones fit between compartment walls. For good measure there are at least 

two sizes of nut! It is recommended to take plenty of photographs before string removal to aid re-

instatement! 

 

Stage 1 

 

Remove both support bracket ends. This was presumably done in BR days with a specialist tool, but 

in practice as the end bolts are aluminium into aluminium (and thus in theory no oxidation will take 

place) a pair of pliers or grips will do. The rear bar always seems to be a bolt but the front bar has a 

few variations. If you are really unlucky and the bolt has recessed into the end support (as originally 

intended) then you will have trouble with this. On every one I have seen there has been a depot 

modification (presumably owing to lack of said specialist tool) using a washer to make the bolt proud 

rather than flush.  
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Remove the other end support bracket using the above method 

 

 
 

End bracket removed 
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Stage 2 

 

 
 

As can be seen from the above photo, the two side support bars are merely clamped into holes 

front and rear by the end support bracket. They can be released by a bit of wiggling and threaded 

through the rack string releasing them for cleaning. 
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Stage 3 

 

The rear bar can now be removed by pulling it through the string and the holes in the two centre 

support brackets. 
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Stage 4 

 

The string is now only held by the eyelet bolts. Using a pair of snipe-nosed pliers the eyelets are 

individually opened enough to release the string. It is common for the eyelet bolts to come away 

from the front bar as they come under pressure when there is weight on the rack string and they 

only have a small thread to engage into on the front bar. PTFE tape wound around the eyelet thread 

seems to cure this. 

 

 
 

If you have made new netting then this can now be installed using the reverse of this process. 

 

However, if your intent is to clean the existing string and repair it, we took the following steps. 
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1. Soak the string overnight with washing soda crystals. By morning the water will be black/dark 

brown and full of nicotine! 

 

 
 

 
 

2. Drain and repeat the process. 

 

3. Then put in a washing machine. We used the “economy” cycle 
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Replacement. 

 

This is where your photographs come in handy. With the two centre brackets in their upwards 

position, loop the netting at the rear first, sliding in the long aluminium back bar. Put four top 

knotted loops into the first “bay”, the fifth one goes across the top of the bracket itself. Repeat for 

the middle bay, looping the fifth knot over the 2nd bracket. Remember the gaps between uprights are 

not even, so you may need more knots in a bay. This is where your photos that you took originally 

should come in. Now thread the sides of the netting using the small aluminium side bars and stretch 

the netting until they fit into their holes. Now secure the end brackets. The net is now pulled down 

to attach to the hooks. One final addition is a draw string through the hooks and alternate loops of 

netting which is attached to a side bar and finally pulled taught to knot at the other side bar. 
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Remember when re-fitting the racks not to tighten too tightly to avoid cracking the aluminium 

struts. Also the short bolts are for the end walls, the long bolts for between compartment 

partitions. You need at least two people to re –fit these! 
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